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CAPWHN, the Canadian Association of Perinatal and Women’s Health Nurses, supports the 
reproductive rights of all women and people capable of pregnancy in Canada.  The 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms1 states that “everyone has the right to life, liberty 
and security of the person and the right not to be deprived thereof”.  As such, CAPWHN 
recognizes women and people capable of pregnancy to have the right to make autonomous 
decisions regarding their reproductive health2. Consistent with the CNA Code of Ethics for 
Registered Nurses (2017)3, nurses recognize, respect and promote a patient’s right to be 
informed and make decisions within a therapeutic relationship that is safe, person-centred, 
trauma-informed, culturally safe and free from personal or racial bias.  
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